For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


NASHTO drops ‘H’ to reflect broader vision 


The “American transportation revolu- 
tion’’ brought on by the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) was 
the central theme at this year’s NASHTO 
annual conference hosted by the NJDOT at 
the Princeton Hyatt. 

Underscoring the changes resulting 
from ISTEA and the new emphasis on all 
modes of transportation, NASHTO’s 
executive board agreed unanimously to drop 
the “H’’ for highways from its name. The 
group was formally renamed NASTO-the 
Northeastern Association of State Transpor- 
tation Officials. 

In a roundtable discussion analyzing 
the first year of ISTEA, Commissioner 
Downs joined with a panel of national 
transportation experts in warning that the 
program will not fulfill expectations without 
full federal funding and clearer understand- 
ings among national, state and local officials 
of their respective decision-making roles. 

“ISTEA decentralized decision- 
making,’’ Downs said. “But we do not have 
in place the structure this country needs to 
make this process work.’’ Downs said it 
was up to state DOTs to fill a leadership 
role and provide vision in the transportation 
planning process. 

AASHTO Executive Director Frank 


Francois called ISTEA an “American 
transportation revolution,’’ because of the 
enhanced priorities given public participa- 
tion and environ- 
mental protection. 
Maintaining the 
viability of the 
suburbs and 
addressing Clean 
Air Act mandates 
will be central 
issues defining 
transportation in 
the 1990s, he said. Fi 

Reflecting the 
views of each of 
the panel mem- 

Sat, Francois Lee Dere 
said, “Unless it’s fully funded, ISTEA can’t 
work. Even with full funding, it nowhere 
meets the needs.’ 

Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), in his 
keynote address to the conference, said 
full funding of ISTEA appears unlikely 
given the pressure on Congress to reduce 
the federal deficit. A five-year budget 
resolution enacted by Congress made 
across-the-board reductions in President 
Clinton’s investment plans, Lautenberg 
said. “Unfortunately, transportation 


spending will not be exempt,’’ he said. 

Lautenberg in his address focused on 
the need to boost investment in Intelligent 
Vehicle Highway Systems (IVHS). The 
response of the past to build more 
highway lanes to ease traffic congestion 
must give way to the use of new technolo- 
gies to fight congestion. 

“The capacity of our roads to handle 
traffic could increase by as much as 50 
percent with full-scale implementation of 
IVHS,’’ he said. 

The events surrounding the March 
bombing of the World Trade Center were 
recounted by Stanley Brezenoff, executive 
director of the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, during a luncheon address. 

Brezenoff said the incident under- 
scored the nation’s vulnerability to 
terrorism, particularly in urban transpor- 
tation centers because of their high 
visibility, critical importance and heavy 
public use. 

“Security-minded design and fail-safe 
emergency systems should become a more 
integral part of public works planning, 
because in a free society we will never 
have enough police, enough checkpoints or 
enough public patience to thwart every 
potential assault,’’ he said. 


New Jersey draws record NASHTO crowds 


NASHTO ’93 hosted by NJDOT 
drew 725 delegates from the northeastern 
states, Canada and Puerto Rico over three 
days of meetings, speeches and panel 
discussions on important transportation 
issues in the Hyatt Regency Princeton. 

“It was probably the most successful 
annual meeting ever,” said Commissioner 
Tom Downs. “I’ve received nothing but 
rave reviews which I attribute to our 
incredibly first rate all-volunteer commit- 
tee. In fact, the number one comment was 
that the NJDOT staff was very friendly and 
hospitable and were ranked ‘excellent’ by 
almost everyone on the conference 
evaluation sheet. Their pride and profes- 
sionalism was apparent from the start.” 

More than 150 Department employ- 
ees worked on 14 subcommittees, many of 
which were organized right after last 
year’s NASHTO meeting in Philadelphia. 
Communications Director Barbara 
Richardson was named chairwoman of 


the event. Samirah Williams served as 
conference coordinator. She was the 
liaison among all of the committees and 
conference sites. 

- “Our goal was to be the best ever,” 
Richardson said, “We realized that we 
were On our way to a success when the 
pre-registrations began to pour in.” Past 
NASHTO pre-registrations were typically 
very light, creating a financial problem 
for the host agency and causing Connecticut 
to cancel one meeting. “New Jersey 
offered an excellent program at a conve- 
nient location on new transportation 
issues,” she said. 

Dennis Keck, Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner for Policy and Planning, 
chaired the program committee which 
worked with Downs and NASHTO 
President and New Hampshire Commis- 
sioner Charles O’Leary and the other 
transportation commissioners and 
secretaries of the other NASHTO states to 


arrange for speakers and panelists for 
almost 20 different meetings and panels. 

Maryann Esposito of Design and 
Right of Way performed a stirring rendi- 
tion of the National Anthem at the opening 
session. 

Norm Deitch chaired the Social/ 
Hotel Committee, assisted by Joe 
O’Brien, both of Traffic Engineering. 
They oversaw all special events and hotel 
arrangements, including all details related 
to the highly successful elegant welcom- 
ing reception at Merrill Lynch corporate 
headquarters and Monday night steam train 
ride from Flemington to dinner in Lam- 
bertville. 

Pat Keating of Equipment and Don 
Steele of NJ TRANSIT headed up all 
transportation services. This ranged from 
contracting for and managing the special 
events buses to operating the shuttle 
service to Princeton. A Department 
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dispatch team worked behind the scenes 
until midnight each night throughout the 
conference. 

Camille Sinclair chaired the Commu- 
nications committee that began with the 
design of the logo and colors by Graphic 
Artist Frank Bridgewater. Gerry Guamieri 
of Communications created and managed all 
of the printed materials. Guarnieri also 
supervised the audio visual needs of the 
conference. Rita Thumann organized the 
mailings, recruited volunteers and coordi- 
nated committee efforts with the mail unit. 

Andy Tobias, print shop supervisor, 
handled all of the conference printing, 
from the pre-registration postcards and 
conference kits to the conference pro- 
grams, tickets and brochures and even a 
final attendees list on the last day. 

Jim Hadden of Communications was 
in charge of conference photography, hotel 
signs, posters and banners and computer 
needs at the conference. Vinyl banners and 
posters for the hotel events were produced 
by Reed Bryant and Ed Feller of the Sign 
Shop. Conference photographers were Joe 
Coult, MIS; Larry McElmoyl, Roadway 
Design; Standards, Jim Lear, Maintenance 
Engineering; Tim McGough and Charles 
Laurita, Region 2 Design. 

Rick Remington of Communications 
handled the press duties at the conference and 
articles in trade publications before the event. 

Phil Rubin of MIS computerized the 
entire mailing list and registration proce- 
dure for the conference. 

Peggy Seydow of Transportation 
Assistance chaired the vendor committee. 
Products and services from 41 vendors 
were displayed inside and outside of the 
conference hotel. Seydow organized the 
conference’s three-day Vendor Fair as well 
as hospitality events sponsored by ten 
other companies. 

Meg Frampton of Suburban Mobil- 
ity arranged the guest/spouse tours for the 
three-day conference. These included 
historical tours of the Princeton area and 
the Boehm porcelain gallery in Trenton, 
shopping in Princeton and a Trolley trip to 
Flemington. 


Harold Neil of Design and his 
committee selected the guest items before 
the conference and staffed the hospitality 
desk and guest suite during the conference. 
Sharon Pullen of Region 3 Construction 
and Maintenance Materials coordinated the 
work during Neil’s unexpected eye surgery. 

Pat and Jim Snyder of Policy and 
Legislative Analysis and Transportation 
Assistance respectively, chaired the 
welcome night reception at Merrill Lynch 
corporate headquarters in Plainsboro. The 
event also included a special mounting of a 
transportation art show by the New Jersey 
State Museum. 

The second evening’s social event, a 
party on a vintage steam train followed by 
dinner at the Lambertville Station, was 
organized by Doreen Plummer of Design 
and Right of Way and Eileen Fitzpatrick 
of Regional Operations, Region 5. Jim 
Badgely of Authority Coordination/Local 
Planning was the chief train engineer, 
assisted by conductors Jim Whittaker of 
Suburban Mobility and his wife, Janet, and 
Ankner Winther of Construction Engineering. 

This ambitious traveling party also 
took the energies of many other NJDOTers 
who were hosts and hostesses on the buses 
and train cars as well as in the restaurants. 

Financial duties for the conference 
were handled by Ron Bersch and Jim 
Inverso of Accounting/Auditing, assisted 
by Robin Searight and Delores Dublin. 

Ed Klarman, the NJDOT Inspector 
General, supervised security arrangements. 

Dottie Kish and John Dourgarian of 
Communications served as liaison to the 17 
chief executive officers or their representa- 
tives and their senior staffs. Among their 
duties were arrangements for the Executive 
Committee Meeting/Working Brunch in 
the Princeton University’s Prospect House. 

Keith Daniels supervised the luncheons. 

Other NASHTO ‘93 volunteers were: 

From Pouicy/PLANNING: Audrey 
Anderson, Bill Ankner, Lisa Auletta, 
Noreen Cardinali, Janice DeJohn, Jim 
Dixon, Rose Downs, Art Eisdorfer, 
Marianne Filipponi, Howard Immordino, 
Dave Kuhn, Ken Kyte, Bob Malloy, Ted 


Matthews, John Moore, Michele 
Pierdinock, Peter Radice, Judy Semler, 
Greg Walter, Sandy Wargo, Kirk Weaver, 
Deborah Wilson and Frank Winters. 

FRoM FINANCE/ADMINISTRATION: Joe 
Acerra, Ron Allen, Sandy Aviles, George 
Britton, Elizabeth Castellano, Roseanne 
Corrigan, Jim Dixon, Jack Donnelly, 
Debbie Driber, Drea Duncan, Joan Fell, 
Barbara Fort, Madeline Greene, Shirley 
Guerieri, Steve Hanson, Sue Hattman, 
Sandy Hornick, Jack Innocenzi, Alan 
Jacobowitz, Jay Johnston, Ed Kondrath, 
Linda Krenkowitz, Frank Lewis, Mary 
Ann Mazon, Jim Maul, Karen Minch, 
Karen Reynolds, Robin Searight, George 
Schwarz, Deb Snyder, George Spells, 
Angela Sperrazza, Dot Stanley, Bruce 
Strickland, Janis Stia and Kirk Weaver. 

FROM REGIONAL OPERATIONS: Nicholas 
Azzaro, Michael Bejger, Dan Black, 
Joseph Bogdan, Patricia Bowker, William 
Bozarth, Donald Buckley, Steve 
Garibaldi, Ron Fair, Dianne Hitt, Art 
Hoff, Nancy Lopez, Kim McCarthy, 
Edward Runco, Dominic Santoleri, 
George Schwartz, Sara Summiel, James 
Teiss, Stephen Toth and Ceil Witkowski. 

FRoM DESIGN AND RIGHT OF WAY: 
Kenneth Afferton, Al Algazi, Mary Bock, 
Manolo Capili, Barbara Fischer, Cindy 
Fletcher, Ann Fratticcioli, Kathy Gentile, 
Kathy Grasselli, Maryjane Kruszewski, 
Lisa Langdon, Joe Langer, Rod Lewis, 
William Mangan, Carl Matthews, Karen 
Minch, Tim McGough, Robert Reinke, 
Michael Savage, Laverne Schwab, Dianne 
Stratton, Caroline Trueman, Tarlika 
Treverdi, Donna Troiano, Martin Tobin, 
Binh Vo, Joe Weber and Mary Beth 
Whittaker. 

FROM COMMUNICATIONS: Mark 
Dietrich, Gail Gurba, Sue Hornyak, Kathy 
Petito, and Linda Zajac. 

FROM EXTERNAL AFFAIRS: Alex Brown 
and Todd Taylor. 

FROM THE INSPECTOR GENERAL’S 
OrriceE: Russ Maggio, Ralph Shiflett and 
Garry Mitnaul. 

From FHWA: Charles Nemmers and 
Gary Corino. 
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